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Southland local government reorganisation investigation – 
Overview of phase 1 community survey findings 

 

The Local Government Commission carried out an online community survey as part 
of phase 1 of its investigation into local government reorganisation in Southland.  

The survey was designed to explore community views on local identity, current 
council structures and decision-making preferences, along with factors that may 
influence support or indicate lack of support for any reorganisation options that 
might be considered in future phases of the investigation.  

The survey was open from 3 March to 22 April 2026, with 939 responses received. 

This document sets out an overview of the community survey findings. It does not 
include open-text responses. 

 

1. What is your age? 
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2. What is your ethnicity? (Please select all that apply) 

 
 

3. Which of the following categories best describes your employment status? 
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4. What is your approximate average household income? 

 
 

5. I live in: 
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6. I spend time in Gore District: 

 
7. I spend time in Gore District for: 
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8. I spend time in Southland District: 

 
9. I spend time in Southland District for: 
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10. I spend time in Invercargill City: 

 

11. I spend time in Invercargill City for: 
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12. Thinking about the area you live in, how strongly do you feel a sense of 
belonging to each of the following: 

 

 

13. What type of place do you consider to be your main community? 
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14. Do you think the current number of councils in Southland is: 

 

15. In Southland, where should decisions about these matters be made? 
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