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Proposed boundary changes
between Kawerau District and
Whakatane District

28 October 2022

www.lgc.govt.nz

The Local Government Commission (the Commission) has received a request from
Kawerau District Council to alter the boundary between Kawerau District and
Whakatane District. We want to know your thoughts on the proposed change.

What are the changes?

Effect of the changes

The proposed changes would see three areas
totalling approximately 550 hectares
transferred from Whakatane District to
Kawerau District, as shown in the attached
map. The areas are:

The immediate effect of the boundary
changes would simply be that landowners
and residents of the affected land will
become part of Kawerau District rather than
Whakatane District. This means they will:

• Area 1: Land identified for expansion of
the Putauaki Industrial Park and
associated infrastructure.

• be subject to Kawerau District bylaws
and plans; and
• pay rates to the Kawerau District Council
in accordance with the district’s rating
system and policies; and

• Area 2: Land housing Tohia o Te Rangi
Marae at 137 Spencer Avenue, currently
in Whakatane District but accessed and
serviced by Kawerau District.

• vote at future elections to elect
councillors for the Kawerau District
Council.

• Area 3: The part of Otarahanga Farm
currently in the Whakatane District. The
farm is accessed from Kawerau District
and is currently dissected by the
boundary between Kawerau and
Whakatane Districts.

The proposed changes do not affect the roles
of either Kawerau District Council or
Whakatane District Council beyond the
specific areas identified.

Affected iwi and hapū

Why are these changes
being considered?

The Commission acknowledges the interests
in the affected areas of Ngāti Awa, Ngāti
Rangitihi, and Ngāti Tūwharetoa (Bay of
Plenty) iwi and hapū. The Commission is
seeking to understand the effect of the
proposed boundary changes on the
relationship of all affected iwi and hapū with
their ancestral land, water, sites, wāhi tapu,
valued flora and fauna, and other taonga, and
with local authorities. The Commission is also
engaging specifically with iwi and hapū who
are landowners in the affected areas, to
understand their level of support for the
proposed boundary alteration and what it
would mean for them.

Kawerau District Council submitted a request
for the changes to the Commission in April
2022. You can read more about the reasons
for the proposed changes in the attached
reorganisation initiative.
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What happens next?

You can tell us what you think about the
proposed changes:

The Commission will consider feedback and
if required, hold a public hearing in April
2023. It will then make a final decision about
whether or not to proceed with the
boundary changes. If the Commission
decides to proceed, it will adopt a
“reorganisation plan” setting out the details
of the changes and provisions for a transition
body. The transition body will be made up
of council officers appointed to carry out the
transition work. This is given effect to by an
Order in Council. The Commission then
adopts a “reorganisation implementation
scheme” which is also given effect to by an
Order in Council. After that, that transition
body implements the boundary changes.

by completing and posting the attached
feedback form to us
or online at
www.surveymonkey.com/r/5GKH768
or by emailing submissions@lgc.govt.nz
Feedback closes on 31 March 2023.

Need more information?
Email us at info@lgc.govt.nz
or phone (027) 276 3901
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Type
Pūtauaki Industrial Park Expansion (287 ha)
Te Tohia o te Rangi (61 ha)
Tūwharetoa ki Kawerau Settlement Trust
(86 ha) Territorial Authority 2022

Eagle Technology, Land Information New Zealand, GEBCO, Community maps contributors
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KDC Boundary Adjustment
Path: G:\DATA\GIS\ArcGIS\Projects\StrategicProjects\KDCBoundaryAdjustment.aprx
whakatane.govt.nz

Date of issue: 14/06/2022

Scale: 1:40,000
Author: stepheno

DISCLAIMER: While Whakatane District Council (WDC), has exercised all reasonable skill and care in controlling
the contents of this information, WDC gives no warranty in relation to the material, including its accuracy,
reliability and suitability and accepts no liability whatsoever in relation to any loss, damage or other costs
(whether direct, indirect or consequential) relating to the use of any material, any compilations, derivative works
or modifications of the material. Aerial Photography flown between 2001 and 2016, depending on the area.
Parcel boundaries are to be taken as approximate only, not to be substituted for site specific survey. May contain
LINZ data: Crown Copyright Reserved. Note: Place names may not conform to LINZ guidelines 2008. Position of all
assets & historical sites are approximate, actual positions are to be verified on site.

Feedback Form

Closing date for feedback
31 March 2023

The Local Government Commission is seeking feedback on a request to alter the
boundary between Kawerau District and Whakatane District. We want to know
your thoughts on the proposed change.

How to send us your feedback
Online:

surveymonkey.com/r/5GKH768

Email:

Complete this form, scan and email it to submissions@lgc.govt.nz

Post:

The Local Government Commission, PO Box 5362, Wellington 6140

Your submission will be published on the Commission’s website but without your contact
details.
1. Contact information
Name:

Organisation (if applicable):

Address:

Email:

Phone:

2. I am providing this feedback (select one):
As a member of the community

On behalf of my hapū

On behalf of a local authority

On behalf of iwi organisation

As an affected landowner
On behalf of iwi not represented by an iwi organisation
Other (please specify):
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3. I am a resident of:
Whakatane District

Kawerau District

Other (please specify):

4. Do you feel more connected with the Kawerau District or the Whakatane District?
Whakatane District

Kawerau District

Don’t know

Why?

5. Do you support the proposed boundary changes?
Area 1: Land adjacent to Putauaki Industrial Park

Yes

No

Don’t know

Yes

No

Don’t know

Yes

No

Don’t know

Why?

Area 2: Land housing Tohia o Te Rangi Marae
Why?

Area 3: Part of Otarahanga Farm
Why?
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6. Are the suggested boundaries in the right place?
Area 1: Land adjacent to Pūtauaki Industrial Park

Yes

No

Don’t know

Yes

No

Don’t know

Yes

No

Don’t know

Why?

Area 2: Land housing Tohia o Te Rangi Marae
Why?

Area 3: Part of Otarahanga Farm
Why?

7. Do you believe the proposed boundary changes would help your council to support the
wellbeing of your community? This could be social, cultural, economic and/or
environmental wellbeing.
Yes

No

Don’t know

Why?

8. Anything else you’d like to tell us about the proposed boundary changes?
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9. The Commission will hold a public hearing in April 2023 if required. Would you like to
speak to the Commission about your views if the meeting goes ahead?
Yes, please contact me closer to the time

No

Additional questions for affected iwi and hapū
10. Do you think the proposed boundary changes would affect your relationship with
ancestral land, water, sites, wāhi tapu, valued flora and fauna, and other taonga?
Yes

No

Don’t know

If yes, how?

11. Do you think the proposed boundary changes would affect your relationship with
Kawerau District Council or Whakatane District Council?
Yes, with Kawerau District Council

Yes, with Whakatane District Council

How?

No, not with either council

Additional questions for affected landowners
12. What would the boundary changes mean for you as owner/s of an affected area?
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